


Mission Statement 
  

Brandeis National Committee (BNC) is dedicated to providing philanthropic support  
to Brandeis University, a distinguished liberal arts and research university founded by 
the American Jewish community. BNC’s membership is connected to the university 
through fundraising and through activities that reflect the values on which the 
university was founded: academic excellence, social justice, nonsectarianism and 
service to the community. 
 
OUR HISTORY 
Founded in 1948, Brandeis University is the first Jewish-sponsored, nonsectarian 
university in the United States. Brandeis reached the pinnacle of American higher 
education by earning Phi Beta Kappa recognition in 13 years, the youngest university  
to be honored in this manner since the 18th century. The life of the mind is central to 
this institution. As a small, vigorous research university, Brandeis combines the 
education and teaching normally found at small selective colleges with superb facilities 
and renowned faculty usually found only at the largest research universities. 
 
As one of the youngest and smallest of the research universities, Brandeis University 
has a remarkable record of accomplishment. The Rosenstiel Basic Medical Sciences 
Research Center’s interdisciplinary approach to combating diseases has greatly 
expanded the scope of leukemia research, pinpointed an on/off switch in diphtheria 
and rendered more effective mammography machines. Research in the Volen Center’s 
Memory and Cognition Lab focuses on how memory and mental processes change 
across the adult lifespan. The Hadassah-Brandeis Institute develops fresh ways of 
thinking about Jews and gender worldwide by producing and promoting scholarly 
research, artistic projects and public engagement. 
 
The BNC is the largest friends-of-a-library group in the world, with 21,000 members and 
37 chapters nationwide.  Through fundraising ventures, we share the common goal of 
encouraging the growth of Brandeis University and its libraries, in addition to the 
Science for Life Center. Our strong leadership and membership enable us to be a highly 
successful chapter of the Brandeis National Committee. This year, our fundraising 
efforts will go toward the Legacy of Louis: Inspiring Inquiry campaign which will create 
two interactive additions to the library. One will provide a research archive on the 
lasting contributions of Louis Brandeis. The second will add a new Judaica reading room 
in the library.  

 
www.brandeis.edu/bnc 

  

about:blank


 
 

 

 
 

 
  
 
 
 

 

 

          Sign up promptly for any programs that you would like to 

attend.  We  understand that life happens — unexpected 

doctors’ appointments, babysitting requests, waiting for 

household repairs, etc. In the past, we could be more flexible 

and always offer the options of paying in advance or at the door 

for in-person programs.  Currently, however, if we do not reach 

the minimum number of attendees required for a program, our 

contracts with venues and some speakers obligate us to cancel 

those programs at least two weeks before the event date to 

receive a full refund of our rental and/or speaker fees.   Of 

course, if we meet our minimum, you will still be able to pay at 

the door or sign up for a Zoom program up to a week before a 

program, but you will need to check with the Registrar Gail Rto 

make sure the program is still being offered.  Thank you for 

registering early!   

 

 

Note that our in-person speakers can be changed to Zoom presentations if covid 

guidelines require it.  Watch the Blast for updates! 
 

 



 
September-December 2023 Programs 

 

Registration begins August 16 
 

Registration questions and the Registration Form are 
located at the end of the Study Guide 

(Please see your email version for contact info) 
 

 
By Study Group Number 

 
Book Clubs   
Brunch Book Club  8 
Edible Book Club  10 
Men’s Book Club  9 
Mystery Book Club  6 
Women in Literature  3 
. 
Crafts 
Chocolate Lover’s Dream  25 
Knit & Stitch  4 

 
Discussion Groups 
Legal Puzzlers  23 
Lunch and Movies  17 
Movies with Margo  12 
Play Discussion  1 

 
Games 
Canasta  7 
Let’s Play Board Games  2 

 

Speakers 
Diplomat, Embassy of Israel  24      
Heidi Lagares-Greenblatt, “Survivor”  11 
Thu Hunyh, Nutritionist  15 
Rabbi Baht Weiss, on Grandparenting  19 
 
Theater 
Fiddler on the Roof  20 
 

Tours 
Anderson House  5 
Lost and Forged  18 
Maryland Center for Culture and 

History—Jim Henson  13 
Maryland Public Television’s Studio  22 
Torpedo Factory  21 
Walkersville Southern Railroad  16 
Washington Grove  14 

 
 Registration Questions  page 22 
 Registration Form  page 23 

 Officers, Directors, and 
Committee Chairs  pages 24 & 25  



 

Save the Date 

               
      Board Meetings               

September 6 
October 4 

December 6 
January 3 

February 7 
April 3 
May 1 
June 5 

All Board Meetings will be held at 
 Congregation Har Shalom, 11510 Falls Road, Potomac 

 

General Membership Meetings 
November 1 

March 6 
General Meetings will be held at 

Temple Beth Ami, 14330 Travilah Road, Rockville 
 

Remember to renew your Membership! 
Go to:  giving.brandeis.edu/BNCrenew 

Click: Alumni, Friends, and Family 

 



 
1. Play Discussion    
 

Curtain up!  Light the lights!  The play’s the thing!  Don’t 

miss out on reading and discussing in person a variety of 

plays.  Some are old and some are new.  Certain plays 

may need to be purchased. The first play and any other 

information will be emailed to participants. 

 
Dates:   Fridays – September 1, October 6, November 3,  
  December 1, 2023;  
  January 5, February 2, March 1, April 5, May 3, June 7, 2024 

Time:   10:00 – 12:00 

Cost:    $25 

Location:  In person, TBD 

Enrollment:  10 – Minimum, 20 – Maximum 
Coordinators:  Bobbe M 
    Joan D 
 
 

2. Let’s Play Board Games!    

Do you remember the joy of playing Rummikub or 
some strategic game with your friends? Relive those 
days by joining the newly formed “Board Games 
Group.” We will meet every other month for a couple 
of hours at different group members’ homes. With 
consideration to space limits, the group will be limited 
to the first eight who sign up. Please join us for some 
old-fashioned fun—no electronics. The group will 
decide what they will be playing when.  

 
Dates:  Second Friday, every other month:  
 September 8, November 10, 2023; January 12, March 8, May 10, 2024 
Time:   10:30 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.  
Cost:    $25  
Location:  Home of Marjorie F  Silver Spring  
Enrollment:  4 – Minimum, 8 – Maximum 
Coordinator: Marjorie F 

    
 

New Group 



 
 

3. Women in Literature  

Please participate with a group of lovely ladies to discuss stimulating books of 
many genres. House locations and discussion leaders rotate monthly. The first 
book is Pachinko by Min Jin Lee.  

Dates: Mondays— 
  September 11, October 23, November 27, December 18, 2023;  
  January 22, February 26, March 25, April 15, May 20, June 24, 2024 
Time:   12:30 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  
Cost:    $25 
Location:   To Be Determined 
Enrollment:  8 – Minimum, 20 – Maximum 
Coordinators:  Rita W 

 Joan D 
  



 

4.  Knit & Stitch   
 

Share your stitching projects and maybe learn some 
new skills while we chat and get to know each 
other.  Knit, crochet, cross-stitch, needlepoint, 
beading, whatever!  Meetings will be held on the 
2nd, 3rd and 4th Monday of each month. Your 
participation is welcome in any or as many groups 
you wish to attend.  House location will rotate. 

Whether on Zoom or in person, we love to get together!   
 
Cost:   Participating in 1 group – $20 
  Participating in 2 groups – $40 

    Participating in 3 groups – $50 
 

 Group 4 A:  Second Monday of the Month 
Dates:  September 11, October 9, November 13,  
December 11, 2023; January 8, February 12, March 11,  
April 8, May 13, June 10, 2024 

 Time:   1:30 – 3:30 
 Enrollment:  20 – Maximum 

 
 Group 4 B:  Third Monday of the Month 

Dates:  September 18, October 16, November 20,  
December 18, 2023; January 15, February 19, March 18, April 15, May 20, 
June 17, 2024 

 Time:   1:30 – 3:30 
 Enrollment:  20 – Maximum Continuing 

 
 Group 4 C:  Fourth Monday of the Month 

Dates:  October 23, November 27, 2023; January 22, February 26,  
March 25, June 24, 2024 

 Time:    1:30 – 3:30 
 Enrollment:  25 – Maximum Continuing 

If enough interest, a fourth group will be organized. 

  



5. Tour of Anderson House 
 

Join us for a tour of a stunning gilded age mansion near Dupont Circle that was 
the site of hundreds of diplomatic, patriotic, philanthropic and cultural events 
since its 1905 opening.  The mansion is now the headquarters of the Society of 
the Cincinnati, which was founded at the end 
of the American Revolution as the country’s 
first patriotic organization.  Docents will lead 
us on a one-hour tour of the mansion, as 
well as a 20-minute tour of the special 
exhibit, “Affairs of State:  118 Years of 
Diplomacy and Entertaining at Anderson 
House.” No on-site parking is available, but the mansion is a short walk from the 
Dupont Circle Metro. The mansion has two flights of stairs, but an elevator is 
available for anyone who needs it.    
 

Dates:   Tuesday, September 12  
Time:   11:00 
Cost:      $12 
Location:   Anderson House, 2118 Massachusetts Avenue, NW  
  Washington, DC 
Enrollment:  8 – Minimum, 50 – Maximum 
Coordinators:  Marsha A 

Janet T 

6.  Mystery Book Club      
The Mystery Book Club reads books and short stories 
chosen by group members. We meet on Zoom or at a 
member’s home and rotate discussion leaders. Our 
meetings are scheduled for the fourth Monday of the 
month. However, please note date changes because of 
holidays. The September book selection is Symphony of 
Secrets: A Novel by Brendan Slocumb.  

 

Dates:   Mondays –  
  September 18, October 23, November 27, December 18, 2023;  
  January 22, February 26, March 25, April 15, May 20, 2024 
Time:   10:00  – 12:00 
Cost:    $25 
Location:   Zoom or a member’s home  
Enrollment:  10 – Minimum, 14 – Maximum  
Coordinators:  Shirley W 
      Ellen A  



 

7. Canasta for Beginners   
Learn the fundamentals of this popular game in four 
sessions. For those of you who learned and played the 
game years ago, this course can also be taken as a 
refresher. 
 
Dates:  Tuesday, September 19; Thursday, September 21;   

 Tuesday, September 26; and Thursday, September 28 
Time:  10:00 
Cost:  $18 
Location: Home of Bev A 
 Rockville  
Enrollment:  4 – Minimum  8 – Maximum 
Coordinators:  Bev A 
   Jill K 

 

 

8. Brunch Book Club  
This book club focuses on books of interest selected by 
members in the group.  Leaders will rotate.  The group 
will meet every other month starting in September.  The 
book we will read for September 20 is Her Hidden 
Genius by Marie Benedict. 

 

Dates:   Wednesdays –  
  September 20, November 15, 2023; January 17, March 20, May 8, 2024 
Time:    11:00 – 12:30 
Cost:      $18  (Brunch is on your own.) 
Location:   Leisure World Club House 1  

            Leisure World, Silver Spring 
Enrollment:  6– Minimum, 16 – Maximum 
Coordinators:  Rita W 
                           Abbey B 

 

 
 
 



 
9. Men’s Book Club   
This group, for men only, will discuss a monthly selection of either fiction or 
nonfiction, selected by participants. You will be notified by email the title of the 
first book.  

 
Dates:   Wednesdays –  
  September 20, October 18, November 15, December 20, 2023;  
  January 17, February 21, March 20, April 17, May 15, June 19, 2024 
Time:  3:00–5:00 
Cost:  $25 
Location:   Online via Zoom 
Enrollment:  8 – Minimum, No Maximum  

Coordinators:  Bill N 

 Simon A 

 
 
 
 

10. Edible Book Club        
This book club will participate in stimulating discussions about books chosen by 
the group, while we have lunch in a restaurant that complements the culture or 
situation in the book.  You will be notified by email of the title of the first book. 

 
Dates:  Fridays, Every other month 
  September 22, November 17, 2023;  
  January 19, March 15, May 17, 2024 
Time:   12:00 – 2:00 
Cost:    $18 
Location:   To Be Determined 
Enrollment:  8 – Minimum, 18 – Maximum 
Coordinator: Beth S 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

11.  I Survived “Survivor”  
Heidi Lagares-Greenblatt made it to the finale on “Survivor” 
Season 44. Heidi will tell us how she prepared to be on 
“Survivor,” how she managed to survive for more than 26 
days, and how she competed to outwit, outplay and outlast 
18 strangers to vie for the title of Sole Survivor and the million-dollar prize.  She 
was the oldest woman competing on Season 44 of “Survivor” but she was also 
one of the toughest. Fans saw that in the first episode, when Heidi made fire for 
her tribe. The 43-year-old Puerto Rican native used a Hidden Immunity Idol to 
make it to the final five, following the eliminations of all her Soka Tribe mates.  
Heidi will also share her personal journey coming from Puerto Rico.  
 
Date:  Tuesday, September 26 
Time:   3:30 
Cost:    $18 
Location:   By Zoom 
Enrollment: 8 – Minimum, No Maximum 
Coordinators:  Bonnie L 
   Pam P 

 
 

 12.  Movies with Margo 

The idea is to see a movie and then discuss it.    
Group members will see the selected movie of the 
month prior to each meeting. The coordinator will 
advise registrants of the first movie. The next movie  
will be chosen before the following meeting.  
 

Dates:  Wednesdays 
  September 27, November 29, 2023; February 28, April 17, 2024 
Time:    1:30 – 3:00  

 Cost:    $18 
Location:   Home of Margo F 
   Potomac  
Enrollment:  8 – Minimum, 15 – Maximum  
Coordinator: Margo F 



13. The Jim Henson Exhibition: 
Imagination Unlimited 

Join us for a docent-led tour that explores the long and  
innovative career  of Jim Henson who created the Muppets  
and helped develop Muppet characters for    Sesame  Street. The 
interactive, audiovisual    exhibit includes over    30 puppets and   
numerous episodes    of the Muppet Show  and   other  programs  
he  created. Did you know that Jim Henson grew up in 
Hyattsville, Maryland, and that he created a 5-minute puppet 
show with Jane Nebel, his future wife, for WRC-TV while in 

college at the University of Maryland? This is sure to be a fun tour. Please register 

as soon as possible as we need to finalize the number of tour participants in advance. 
 

Date:   Thursday, October 5 
Time:  11:00  
Cost:   $20 
Location:  Maryland Center for History and Culture, 610 Park Avenue, Baltimore 
Enrollment: 15 – Minimum, 30 – Maximum  
Coordinators:  Elinor T 
   Shelley C 

  
     

 
14.  Tour of Washington Grove 
Join Washington Grove residents and town history 
buffs, Bob and Peggy Bohrer for an architectural walking tour of a town with an 
interesting past where time has stood still.  Every house tells its own unique 
story quite different than the suburban sprawl that grew up around it. The only 
way to really appreciate this small town is on foot because even 150 years later 
many of the roads to the houses are still walking paths.  This community from its 
original roots in 1873 has always valued trees and nature.  Residents pride 
themselves on their beautiful gardens. 
 

Date:   Tuesday, October 17, 2023 
Time:   1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Cost:    $22  
Location:   Women’s Club, 303 Chestnut Ave, Washington Grove, MD (parking 
  lot of Methodist Church) 
Enrollment: 10 – Minimum, 25 – Maximum 
Coordinators:   Wendy W 
   Janet M 



 

15.  Food as Preventive Medicine:  
A Healthy Living Seminar 

It’s more than just an apple-a-day. It’s more about 
nutrient-rich, disease preventing, and functional foods 
in your cart and on your plate.  Giant Food Nutritionist 
Thu Hunyh will present these guidelines for healthy 
eating along with a question and answer session.   

 
Date:   Thursday, October 19 
Time:     11:00  
Cost:    $12  
Location: Home of JoAnne F, Potomac 
Enrollment: 15 – Minimum, 18 – Maximum 

  Coordinators: Suzi K 

   JoAnne F 

 

 

16.  All Aboar-r-rd for a Trip Back in Time 
All aboar-r-rd for a trip back in time . . . on the Walkersville Southern Railroad! 
Travel over track that the Pennsylvania Railroad originally built in 1872.  Come 
see the turn-of-the-century railroad station and tool house.  Ride in vintage 
1920s passenger cars or on an open flatcar as your rail excursion runs past a 
100-year-old lime kiln and then out 
into picturesque Maryland farm 
country. The regular excursion is 
about one hour and 10 minutes. You 
may invite a spouse or a friend to 
enjoy this adventure with you. 
 
Date:    Sunday, October 22 
Time:    10:30 for 11:00 train ride  
Cost:    $22  
Location:  Walkersville Train Station, 34 W Pennsylvania Ave, Walkersville, MD  
Enrollment:  15 – Minimum, 30 – Maximum 
Coordinators: Bonnie L 
   Livia W 
 
 



 

17.  Lunch and Movies 

The idea is to see a movie and then discuss it.    
Group members will see the selected movie of the month 
prior to each meeting. The coordinator will advise 
registrants of the first movie.  The next movie will be 
chosen before the following meeting.  

This group meets for lunch prior to movie discussion.  
 

Dates:  Wednesdays – October 25, December 27, 2023;  
    February 28,  June 26, 2024 
Time:    12:30 pm – 3:00 pm 
Cost:     $18 (The cost for lunch is not included)  
Location: TBD 
Enrollment: 8– Minimum, 16 – Maximum 
Coordinators:  Karen K 

  Joni S 
 

 

18. Lost and Forged 
Metalsmith artist Doug Heifitz creates his artwork to celebrate surprising 
transformations and make upcycling irresistible. Through his small studio 
operation, Lost and Forged, he offers a range of original jewelry, accessories, 
and Judaica items and décor pieces, all made from antique silverware and other 
reclaimed metal. He has won numerous awards and has shipped his pieces 
throughout the US as well as overseas. He also serves as a part-time rabbi of a 
small congregation.  
 

Doug will explain and demonstrate his creative process for metalwork art and 
how it connects to his background and Jewish spiritual outlook. 

Please note there is a full set of stairs to the studio.  

Date        Tuesday, October 31 
Time:     Group A 10:30  
  Group B  1:00 
Cost:     $12 
Location:   616 Kenbrook Drive, Silver Spring 
Enrollment:  8 – Minimum, 10 – Maximum  each group 
Coordinators:  Margie L 
    Debra G 

 



  

19. Grandparenting Children in Interfaith Families  
Today, many of our children and grandchildren are 
marrying people of different faiths.  How can we look 
at intermarriage as an opportunity for people to 
“marry in” rather than view this as our children 
marrying out of the faith? How can we find the 
boundaries between being warm and supportive to 
our future in-laws and having appropriate boundaries 
with our grandchildren? With Christmas and 
Chanukah soon approaching, this will be a particularly 
timely discussion led by Rabbi Baht Weiss from 
Temple Beth Ami. 
 
Date:   Thursday, November 9  
Time:    11:00  
Cost:      $12 
Location:    Home of Cathy F, Rockville 
Enrollment: 8 – Minimum, 18 – Maximum 

Coordinators: Cathy F 

 Carole A 

      

 

20.  Fiddler on the Roof 
Join us at the Olney Theatre for a production of “Fiddler on the Roof.”  The 
award-winning tale of Tevye the Dairyman and his family’s struggles in a 
changing Russia is a true musical theatre tradition. 

 
Date:   Wednesday, November 15  
Time:    1:30  
Cost:      $60 
Location:  Olney Theatre Center,  
  2001 Olney-Sandy Spring Road, Olney 
Enrollment: 20 – Minimum, 40 – Maximum      
Coordinators:  Joy S   

 Linda C 

 



 
21.  Tour of the Torpedo Factory 
Founded in 1974 in an old munitions plant, the Torpedo Factory Art Center is 
home to the nation’s largest collection of working-artists’ open studios under 
one roof. Find artists actively creating 
work in their studios in a wide variety 
of media–including painting, 
ceramics, photography, jewelry, 
stained glass, fiber, printmaking, and 
sculpture. Observe the creative 
process and ask questions.  Purchase original work for your own collection. 
Members will have an opportunity to visit artists’ studios at their leisure. A list 
of participating artists will be provided. Enjoy lunch together as a group in 
Alexandria afterwards (optional, not included).  
Date:   Thursday, November 16 
Time:    11:00  
Cost:      $12  
Location:  Torpedo Factory, 105 N Union Street, Alexandria, VA  
Enrollment: 8 – Minimum, 20 – Maximum      
Coordinators:  

Cathy F  
Lynn S 

  



 

22.  Tour of Maryland Public Television’s Studio 
Maryland Public Television, commonly 
known as MPT, is a public television 
network that broadcasts throughout the 
entire state of Maryland and the District 
of Columbia and into parts of Delaware, 
Pennsylvania, Virginia, and West Virginia. 
MPT is Maryland's only statewide 
broadcaster. Headquartered in Owings 

Mills, MPT is a member of the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) and is a 
producer of both locally and nationally distributed TV programs and digital 
content.  Visitors will learn all about MPT’s history and view displays of its 
achievements as Maryland’s only statewide broadcaster. You will get an inside 
look at current TV technology and visit all three of their studios, including The 
Irene and Edward H. Kaplan Studio. The Kaplan Studio now boasts almost 8500 
square feet of premium production and event space. You can also view the more 
intimate studios that you may recognize from live pledge events and 
programming such as State Circle.  
 

Date:             Thursday, November 30 
Time:             11:00     
Location:  Maryland Public Television, 11767 Owings Mills Blvd, Owings Mills 
Cost:   $15 
Enrollment: 10 – Minimum, 20 – Maximum 
Coordinators:         
   MaryEllen S 

Bobbye H 

  



23.  Legal Puzzlers  

Test your legal intuitions! You are presented with the facts in a legal case. Some 
cases are actual, some hypothetical, and all containing conundrums in the law. 
The facts of the case are understandable and easy to grasp, but difficult to 
resolve. Led by our own member and former Administrative Judge Bobbe M, the 
group will try to reach a consensus about how best to decide that case or set of 
cases. 

Date:   Monday, December 4 
Time:    10:30     
Location:   Home of Janet B, Gaithersburg 
Cost:   $12 
Enrollment: 10 – Minimum, 20 – Maximum 
Coordinators:         Janet B 
   Lil C 
 
 
 
 

24. Embassy of Israel Diplomat  

Join us for an address by a diplomat from the 
Embassy of Israel. It will be our honor to hear directly from a spokesperson for 
Israel about current events in Israel and other relevant information concerning 
diplomacy. Time will be allotted for questions. 

Date:   Thursday, December 14 
Time:    10:30     
Location:   Tikvat Israel, 2200 Baltimore Road, Rockville 
Cost:   $20 / $22 at the door 
Enrollment: 15 – Minimum, No Maximum 
Coordinators:         Marsha A 
   Janet T 
  



 

25. Chocolate Lover’s Dream 
If you are a chocolate lover, this study group is for you.  Join 
our own Beth S in her kitchen to learn how to make three 
fabulous chocolate confections that are not only super-
delicious, but also easy to make.  This is a hands-on activity, 
so be sure to dress appropriately.  As usual, Beth will include 
two extra recipes in her hand-out for you to try on your own at home.   

Date:  Tuesday, December 19 
Time:    1:00     
Location:  Home of Beth S 
   285 N Washington Street, Apt 1412, Rockville 
Cost:   $20 (includes ingredients) 
Enrollment:  6 – Minimum, 14 – Maximum 
Coordinators: Sara R 
   Margot R 
 
 
 
 
 

Don’t miss out on Study Guide Programs! 
Make sure you renew your membership 

before registering for programs. 
Go to: 

https://brandeis.imodules.com/s/1614/20/interior.as 
px?sid=1614&gid=1&pgid=862  

 
Be sure to choose Washington, DC Chapter 
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12:30 p.m. 

 
September 13 

Clyde’s Tower Oaks Lodge 
2 Preserve Parkway, Rockville  

    Classic American Cuisine using food from local farmers  
when possible.  

 
November 8 

Azucar 
 14418 Layhill Road, Silver Spring (Layhill Shopping Center) 

     Latin American food served in a colorful setting. 
 

December 13 
Klay Healthy Indian Eats 

 9736 Traville Gateway Drive, Rockville 
    Indian-inspired, including vegetarian dishes, using organic 

ingredients in an unpretentious locale.  
 
 

Flora F  

Bobbye H   



 

 
 
When does Study Guide registration begin?   

• Registration for September through December (Part 1) begins August 16 

for paid-up current members.  

• Registration is on a first-come, first-served basis. 

• You will be notified by the registrar of the status of your requests.  

Will I get my money back if I can no longer attend a Study Guide event?  
The quick answer is “no.” No refunds are given unless the session is filled or cancelled. 
Contact the registrar. You may be able to transfer your registration fee to another Study 
Guide event to be held during the current calendar year depending on availability. 

May I ask a friend to take my place? 
No. There are often others on a waiting list. Contact the coordinator or registrar. 

Do I need to register if I am hosting at my home? No 

Do I need to register if I am speaking or leading a study group? No 

What if the weather is bad? 
Our chapter reflects weather policies of Montgomery County Schools. If schools are closed 
due to inclement weather, chapter activities are canceled. Programs with speakers offered 
in-person and/or on Zoom will continue as planned on Zoom. If schools have a delayed 
opening, our events will be held as scheduled. 

What happens if BNC cancels a study group? 
If the chapter cancels a study group, you will have the opportunity to attend another Study 
Guide event in the current calendar year, if available; donate your fee to BNC; or request a 
refund. 

When will I hear from the coordinator for my Study Group? 
Two to three weeks before the event the coordinators will contact you by email to inform 
you of any specific directions. If you have not heard from a coordinator within 3 days of the 
event, contact the coordinator or the registrar. 

Who do we contact for additional questions?  
Study Guide Co-Vice Presidents:  
Margot R or  
Cathy 
F                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Study Guide  

Frequently Asked Questions 
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*Registration begins August 16, 2023* 
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
 

NAME                     
 
PHONE #              
 
EMAIL                  
 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $   

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $  

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $  

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $  

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $  

 

EVENT #____ TITLE        $  

 

EVENT #____ TITLE         $  

                                                                T0TAL COST: $____ 
 

NOTE: If you do not use this form, please print all pertinent 

information on a full-size piece of paper. 

Send Study Guide registration checks payable to BNC to: 
Gail R, Rockville, MD 20850 
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BNC Greater Washington Chapter 

 

Officers for 2023-2024 
  

Co-Presidents    Janet Batlan, Judy Glassman 

Vice-Presidents: 

 Membership    Beverly Alexander, Susan Friedman 

 Special Events    Lynn Berk, Sara Harris 

 Study Guide    Margot Raphael, Cathy Friedman 

Treasurer Accounts Payable Linda Cohen 

Treasurer Accounts Receivable Sue Rudo 

Registrar     Gail Rubinson 

Secretaries: 

 Administrative    Linda Raden 

 Communications   Marilyn Wilder 

 Membership    Julia Meyers 

 Recording    Lois Forster 

Nominating Committee Chair  Beth Smith 

Nominating Committee   Joan DiCostanzo, Suzanne Giacalone, 

Vivian Golden, Bobbye Hertzbach, 

Ellen King, Marsha Raff, Linda Raden  
 

Board of Directors 
 

Directors 2023-2024 Carole Amster, Dede Epstein,  

Barbara Fayne, Jo Anne Fink,  

Barbara Friedell, Debra Goren,  

Linda Grabel, Bobbye Hertzbach,  

Nina Koenick, Bonnie Landau,  

Linda Reisner, Joy Shuman,  

Joni Sommer, Elinor Tattar,  

Nancy Wartow, Livia Weinstein 

 

Directors 2023-25  Lillian Caplan, Marla Cohen,  

Sandy Davis, Nancy Eng, Joyce Feinstein, 

Flora Feldman, Marjorie Fuhrmann,  

Ilene Heller, Peggy Hirsch, Linda Hofberg, 

Sandy Lebowitz, Pam Pisner, Sara Rohde, 

Lynn Schoen, MaryEllen Stein,  

Wendy Weisbard 

 



Committee Chairs 2023-2024 
 

Archivist Joy Shuman 

Birthday Greetings     Cathy Friedman 

Board Orientation      Joan DiCostanzo and Bobbe Mintz 

Book and Author      Lynn Berk, Honey Edell, Beth Smith,  

Bylaws       Marjorie Fuhrmann 

Calendar        Joy Shuman 

Community Services    Sandy Geschmay, Suzanne Giacalone,   

  Barbara Rose 

Directory       Margo Fonoroff 

Game Day       Arlene Gerst, Joni Sommer, Rita Weisstuch 

General Membership Meetings  JoAnne Fink, Vivian Golden, Rita Weisstuch 

Historian       Sandy Feinstein 

Illustrator       Gail Youth 

Jewelry Exchange      Carole Amster, Margie Lappen 

Let’s Do Lunch      Flora Feldman, Bobbye Hertzbach,  

Lunch and Learn      Lil Caplan, Barbara Fayne, Laurie Freed 

Mah Jongg Cards      Barbara Fayne 

Mentoring       Carole Amster, Margie Lappen 

Parliamentarian      Bobbe Mintz 

Social Justice   Sandy Geschmay, Suzanne Giacalone,   

  Barbara Rose 

Spring Luncheon       Marla Cohen, Peggy Hirsch 

Sunshine       Lois Forster 

Tribute Cards      Linda Hofberg 

University Liaison      Stephanie Katz 

Venue Coordinators       Har Shalom – Beth Smith 

       Tikvat Israel – Lynn Berk 

       Beth Ami – Linda Cohen 

Website /Blog      Shelley Morrison  

Zoom Coordinator Tina Levine 
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